Anaphylactoid reaction to intraoperative cholangiogram. Report of a case, review of literature, and guidelines for prevention.
Anaphylactoid (pseudoallergic, idiosyncratic) reactions are a well recognized but uncommon consequence to radiographic contrast media. Most reported reactions are to intravascular injections, but systemic reactions to nonvascular injections of radiographic contrast also are well documented. Reactions to nonvascular radiographic contrast media have been reported during or after instillation of radiographic contrast into a multitude of nonvascular body compartments, but not with intraoperative cholangiogram. We describe a case of a systemic anaphylactoid reaction caused by intraoperative cholangiogram during laparoscopic cholecystectomy. We then discuss the clinical presentation, suspected etiology, and treatment of these idiosyncratic reactions as well as established guidelines for prevention in patients at risk.